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MOROCCO. 
MOGADOR. 


Consul Payton to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, Mogador, March 19, 1891. 
HAVE the honour to transmit herewith my Report on 
Agriculture in the District of this Consulate for the year 1890. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. A. PAYTON. 


Report on Agriculture in the District of Mogador for the 
Year 1890. 


As foreshadowed in my last report, the crops in this district Deficient 
of the earlier sown cereals suffered severely from the prolonged crops of 1890. 
drought of the earlier part of the winter of 1889-90, and the 
good later rains came too late in many cases to rehabilitate them. 

Some of the earlier plantings of beans seem to have been 
almost totally lust, though the hardier wheat and barley suffered 
less severely. 

This result is indicated in the comparatively small shipments Shipments. 
of beans, only 4,189 quarters being exported, against 14.131 Beans. 
quarters .in 1889. 

The supply of maize and peas (“garbanzos” or “ chick peas ”’) Maize and 
was also small, the quantity shipped being 2.235 quarters and P°*- 

170 quarters respectively. 

The prices on the Mogador market during the year appear to Maret prices. 
have ruled as follows: wheat, 15s. to 28s.; barley, 6s. to 10s.; 
beans, average 13s.; maize, 10s.; peas, 20s., all per quarter 
of 480 Ib. 

The prices of the only articles hitherto exportable, beans, 
maize, and peas, are naturally regulated more by European 
market rates than by local supply. 

(1091) 
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‘As mentioned in my commercial report, the Sultan’s- 
permission for the shipment of wheat and barley to foreign 
countries, granted at the instance of the German Minister to 
Morocco in the summer of 189C, was officially notified as coming 
into effect from November 15 last for three years; - His 
Shereefian Majesty reserving the right to prohibit the exporta- 
tion of either or both in times of scarcity. 

Unfortunately, however, this long sought for concession has 
been accompanied by the fixing of a rate of duty, which seems 
to render any business in these cereals practically impossible. The 
duty of “15 ‘reals vellun’ per ‘strike fanega’? on wheat, and 
6 ‘reals vellon’ per ‘strike fanega’ on barley,” appears to be 
equivalent here to about 16s. 6d. and 7s. 9d. per. quartet 
respectively, and at present high prices of grain on the Mogador 


-market would make the prices in London about 61s. for wheat, 


Qualities. 


ormer years, 


and 21s. 6d. for barley. The measure termed “strike” or “not 
reaped” fanega, will be found to vary considerably in weight in 
different districts, according to hardness and weight of grain. 

Thus, at Mogador, it is estimated, as confirmed by experi- 
ments on fair samples, at 85 lb. (English) for wheat, and 65 Ib. 
for-barley, while at Daralbaida it is put at 65 lb. Moorish (about 
78 lb.. Hinglish) for barley, and 88 lb. Moorish (say 107 Ib. 
English) for wheat. Business would, therefore, seem hardly 
possible, even if wheat and barley went down ro about half their 
present prices here. It is true that barley has been as iow as 4s. 
in some years, with wheat at 10s.; and the permission of shipment, 
especially if prolonged beyond the three vears’ period, may be an 
incentive to increased cultivation, which, with favouring rains, 
may result in larger supplies and lower prices of grain. 

I believe that the wheat in this district will be found to be of 
a hard red kind, somewhat resembling a variety already known on 
the London market. Our barley has been spoken of as suitable 
for malting purposes, but doubtless some experimental shipments 
will soon cause the correct ascertaining of the values and 
adaptabilities of both the grains in question. 

That they were at one time of considerable importance is 
shown in the fact that, according to the author, James Grey 
Jackson (long a Barbary merchant), in his work on Timbuctoo 
and Morocco, published in. 1820, “In one year of the réign of 
the Sultan Sidi Mohammed, 250 sail of ships, from 150 tons to 
700 tons, were loaded from Daralbaida (Casablanca) alone. At 
the other ports on the shores of the Atlantic. . . . was shipped 
a quantity almost equal to what was shipped at Daralbaida, so 
that the duties at 1 dol. per fanega of 80 |b. weight on the 
exportion of wheat, barley, Indian corn, caravances, beans, and 
seeds in one year, according to the imperial registers, amounted 
to 5,257,320 Mexican dol.” 

It is noteworthy, however, that the above duty was equivalent 
to 24s. per quarter on wheat, if the author’s 80 Ib. are English 
weight, also that it seems a very high “all round” duty on all 
grains, pulse, and seeds, and that probably some special high 
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prices in Europe must be looked for as the explanation of these 
large shipments. 

The yield of olive oil during 1890 was very considerable, and, Olive oil. 
in addition to local consumption, the large quantity of 4,335 tons 
was shipped, valued at 138,720/. (of which 49,664/. went to 
Great Britain. 47,2602. to France, 29,248/. te Germany, and the 
remainder to Belgium, Spain, Portugal, and the Morocco Coast— 
Tangier). 

The market price of this oil has varied during the past year, Prices, 
according to local supplies and European markets, from 8 dol. to 
11 dol. (say 32s. to 44s. per “big quintal” of about 178 Ibs. 
English ; a “large pound,” of over 14 lb., being used for oil and 
some Other articles of native produce). Adding duty and other 
expenses, the average price for the year may be taken at about 
32s. the ewt. (English) f.o.b. 

Most of this oil has hitherto been shipped as received from 
the interior, subject to the allowance of a reasonable time for the 
deposit of sediment, but I understand that some Frenchmen have 
recently commenced operations here for its manufacture and 
refining. 

Another oil, of considerable local use, both for lighting and Argan oil. 
cooking purposes, is made from the kernel of the bitter fruit of 
the argan tree (Argania sideroxylon), of which there are large 
forests in the adjacent province of Haha, and some also in 
Shiadma and Soos. 

It is frequently shipped to other ports of the Moorish coast, 
but has not yet become an article of foreign exporiation, and its 
peculiar odour and flavour, though they disappear with a certain 
degree of heat, would probably prejudice the European customer 
against it. 

Considerable quantities of cummin and sesame seeds are Cummin and 
cultivated in the interior, and we find, in 1890, 1,320 cwt. of sesame seeds. 
cummin seed shipped to Europe, valued at 990/., and 1,105 ewt. 
of sesame, 6632. 

The former is also used to a large extent by the natives, both 
Mohammedan and Hebrew, in cooking and confectionery. 

The groves of almond trees of the southern provinces afford 
one of the principal articles of exportation; the shipments of 
almonds in 1890 being 1,267 tons, valued at 63,350/., while in 
1889 the large quantity of 2,0994 tons was estimated at 104,975/. Almonds. 

The value of citrons shipped from this port in 1890 
was 5921. . 

Of these the larger proportion may be taken to consist of the 
ordinary citron of commerce, a very large and thick-rinded frnit, gitrons, 
often of curiously irregular shape, some being even of bifurcated 
or trifurcated form. ; ; 

These, going home in casks in brine, are converted into 
“candied peel,” while a good many are locally used im native 
households as preserves or crystallised fruit. The “candied 

But there is also a curious, rare, and highly esteemed holy fruit peel” citron. 
of this genus, which, as mentioned in my commercial report for 
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The sacred 1883, is sold here at an average of perhaps 4d. per fruit, yet 
citron, appears never to be eaten. As I said in that report, this may be 
spoken of as the sacred or holy citron of the Jews, which is 
carried to their synagogues at the feast of tabernacles, it having 
an emblematical significance. So highly prized is this fruit by the 
faithful observers of Israelitish tradition that specimens without 
blemish sometimes fetch as much as 4s. each here, while in 
- England, I am informed on good authority, they are sold in certain 
Hiei peer Synagogues for the extraordinary price of one guinea to two 
“ pure ” guimeas eacn. , . 2k . : 
specimens. Their use is supposed to be derived from injunctions contained 
in the 23rd chapter of the book of Leviticus: “ And ye shall take 
you on the first day the boughs (Hebrew version, fruit) of goodly 
trees, branches of palm trees, and willows of the brook.” But the 
Jewish version of the same passage reads: “And you shall 
take to yourselves on the first day the fruit of the tree hadar, 
palm leayes, boughs of the tree aboth, and willows of the 
brook.” 

These special fruits, boughs, &c., are particularised in a Jewish 
book, entitled “The Festivals of the Lord,” “as frait of the 
tree hadar, or citron (Hebrew troon), the ‘capoth temarim’ or 
palm leaves, boughs of the tree aboth or ‘myrtle, and brook 
willows.” 

The “troon” or “tabernacle citron,” as it is sometimes called, 
is a fruit rather larger than a lemon, pale greenish-yellow in colour 
(being always plucked before it is fully ripe), and said to contain 
only one pip, and to be of an extremely pure nature, and to keep 
sound for a very long period. 

Those which are despatched hence are carefully packed in 
cotton wool or other soft material, as the price which they will 
realise for their holy use is entirely dependerit on the greater or 
less freedom from blemish which the priests can certify concerning 
each specimen. 

Inquiry as to the exact locality of their production has resulted 
in fixing it at a place called Assats (sometimes Assat), which is in 
the province of Soos, at no great distance (some say half a day, 
some say a day) from the town of Tarndant, and on or near the 
bank of the great Soos River. 

It is stated with regard to this interesting place that there is a 

: very ancient Hebrew graveyard there, and orchards known by the 
names of Moses, Aaron, David, &c., also that the authority of the 
Moorish Government is not respected there. 

Jewish informants here have said that these “ troons” come 
from no other place but Assats; but they have been unable to 
explain how the faithful Hebrews in many far-distant parts of the 
world manage to provide themselves with these necessary emblems 
—the shipment of which from Mogader in one year amounted to 
116 boxes, containing 9,024 specimens of this interesting vegetable 
production. 

Gums, The collection of various gums forms an important industry of 
the agricultural population of this district, and their shipments 
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constitute a large item in the export lists, those of 1890 showing 
for “ brown gum” and “gums andarach” values of 3,6002. and 
: 11,7002. respectively, while the “Senegal gum,” of more distant 
origin, and only recently shipped from Mogador, totalled 14,3002. 

The rather pastoral than agricultural character of many of our Qoatskins, 
rural populations and nomad tribes is shown in the very large 
shipments of goat skins, amounting last year to 84,992 dozens, 
valued at 63,744/., most of which went to Marseilies, though a 
smal] but apparently increasing proportion is sent to London in 
trans-shipment for the United States. 

The amount of beeswax brought in from the southern and Bees'-war, 
interior provinces shows that considerable attention is paid to 
apiculture. 

105 tons, valued at 7,5602., were shipped from Mogador in 
1820. 

Adulteration of this valuable product, always practised to some Adutteration. 
small extent, appears to have been lately on the increase, and Tam 
credibly informed that of the candles (not wax candles) imported 
from European countries, a considerable proportion is destined for 
re-exportation in the shape of an adulterating addendum to 
Moorish beeswax. 

The cultivation of esparto grass (stipa tenacissima) in this Esparto grass. 
district is very slight compared with that of regions farther north, 
and the Mediterranean littoral ; only 80 tons, estimated at 2/. per 
ton, having been shipped last year. 

Fruits are not largely cultivated in the immediate vicinity of p..,, 
Mogador, strong wind and saline moisture being detrimental, but ; 
fair supplies come from moderate distances inland, and our market 
is stocked in due season with figs, dates, grapes, melons, water- 
melons (generally grown among the maize), walnuts, pomegranates, 
oranges, lemons, limes, peaches, apricots, plums, apples, pears, and 
prickly pears—the latter curiously called “kermouss n’sara,” or 
“ Christian figs.” The apples and pears are of emall size and poor 
flavour, while the peaches, probably owing to the jolting nature of 
land carriage (by camels or other animals), seem to be always 
gathered Jong before they are ripe. Prubably for a similar reason, 
the oranges, which are good and cheap, have not yet become an 
article of export, owing to the shaking up which they get before 
reaching Mogador. 

Bananas or plantains are grown rather for ornamental purposes 
in some of the gardens, as the fruit, owing to coal winds and 
saline moisture, seldom seems to ripen well. 

The wine, made by the Jews from the grapes of this district, wie, 
has not hitherto been of such a quality as to commend itself to a 
refined European palate, but it appeared on our export lists last 
year, going mostly to other Moorish ports, though some small 
experimental shipments were made to Germany. 

Largely grown in the market gardens just outside Mogador, Vevetahles, 
which are well irrigated from the town aqueduct, various vege- 
tables are abundant and cheap on our market, and include potatoes, 
sweet potatoes, peas, kidney and broad beans, cucumbers, marrows, 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 








Prospects of 
1891. 


Early rains, 


Socuats. 


Olive and 
almond trees 
barked. 


Locusts a3 
food. 


6 MOROCCO. 


pumpkins, artichokes. turnips, radishes, onions, celery, spinach, 

cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, “kohl rabi,” &c. 

iz ty atercress grows wild in the valley of the neighbouring Wad 
seb. 

Vegetables appear to be hardly at all cultivated in the interior, 
and much less in the other towns than at Mogador, the supply 
even at the city of Morocco being reported very scanty. 

The ravages of a potato grub in the beginning of 1891 have 
rendered potatoes, usually cheap and of good quality, temporarily 
both scarce and dear. 

Tn a country whose commercial interests are so closely inter- 
woven with and dependent on its agricwtural prosperity, I regret 
to have to state that the agricultural outlook in the neighbouring 
districts seems to be far from brilliant, and in some localities 
positively gloomy. 

The somewhat copious but cold rainfalls which were of frequent 
occurrence between October and December, 1890, though they 
may have encouraged the earlier ploughing operations, were not 
followed by the genial warmth desirable for the fertilisation of 
seed, while from the end of December to mid-march we have had 
a season of extreme dryness, coupled with weather of abnormal 
cold in January, and abnormal heat in February, and green crops 
and young grass, as well as the usually abundant and varied wild 
vegetation, are in this immediate vicinity looking extremely 
scanty. 

And to these untoward atmospheric influences we must add 
the ravages caused by immense swarms of locusts, which, first 
reported from the southern province of Soos ubout the end of 
October, were overrunning the neighbouring lands of Haha and 
Shiadma by the end of November, and have since been heard of 
from various parts of the interior, and recently irom the important 
grain-producing districts round Mazagan and Casablanca (or 
Daralbaida). 

Late reports from Mazagan were that they were “settling 
down there, and busy laying their eggs,” which causes great 
anxiety for the spring crops; the young locusts, unable to fly, 
being even more unsparing in their devastations than the adult 
insects. 

In addition to the damage done to green crops, we hear of 
groves of olive and almond trees being stripped of their bark in 
several districts, where the next yield of oil ard almonds will be 
seriously affected. In some places farmers had to hurriedly 
gather their olives before they were ripe, to save them from the 
voracious insects. 

No general governmental or municipal measures are taken, as 
in Algeria and Australia, against these pests, the only way in 
which their numbers seem to be materially reduced being the 
collection of large quantities for sale as food among the natives, 
they not appearing to be “unclean” to either Jew or Moham- 
medan, though prawns (to which they are compared in flavour by 
some Europeans who have tasted them) are not eaten. 
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Brought into town in camel-loads, heaving sackfuls of ruddy- 
brown or greenish-yellow insects (the first colour in autumn, the 
latter recently) they appear to be first boiled in salt and water, 
then fried or parched. The.same modus operandi seems to have been 
in vogue, according to old writers, early in the last century, when, 
properly preserved, the “jeraad” appear to have been looked upon 
as a convenient form of food for travellers to take with them on 
the road. 

A fearsome story was recently told in the Mellah, or Jew’s 
guarter, of Mogador, that two little children sent to fetch water 
at a village in Shiadma, not returning, their parents went in 
search, and found only a heap of bones, thickly covered with 
locusts. It was further reported that a consignment of locusts 
from that district camé in, and was sold chiefly in the Mellah, and 
that many Jews fell ill in consequence of having unwittingly 
partaken of insects which had eaten human flesh. In spite of 
this (probably quite mythical) tale naturalists will be hardly 
inclined to admit locusts among the ranks of the carnivora. 

During 14 years’ residence in southern Morocco, I remember 
no such extensive and prolonged locust visitation as the present. 

There is, as might naturally be expected, considerable suffer- Suffering 
ing among cattle, and, in some districts, mortality owing to Jack among 
of pasturage from the above causes. cave 

The cattle belonging to the townsfolk of Mogador go daily 
several miles in one large ‘“doullah ” or herd, in charge of a herds- 
man and sundry dogs, in quest of food, but as they often do not 
start until 10 a.m. or 11 a.m. and return about 4 p.m., it would 
seem that time and trouble expended in crossing our environing 
belt of sand ‘hills are out of all proportion to the amount of 
nutriment, especially in the present season, to be obtained; and 
cattle-owners, unless they supplement the scanty pasturage by 
judicious home-feeding, cannot expect goud results either in meat 
or milk. 

As mentioned in my first report on this subject, methods of Agricultural 
cultivation and agricultural implements are simple in the extreme, ™P!ements. 
ploughshares of primitive shape being made, mostly in the towns, 
from imported iron (tipped with steel in some instances) fitted to 
woodwork done in the country, while a few thorn bushes 
fastened together and weighted with big stones, form a rude 
harrow, which, in the case of the larger grains, is drawn over the 
surtace to cover the seed. 

Winnowing in the country is performed in the simplest winnowing, 
fashion when the wind suits, but 1s supplemented in town by the 
grain being passed through e cleaning or winnowing machine, 
preparatory for shipment. 

Threshing is done by the feet of oxen on threshing floors like Threshing. 
those mentioned in the Old Testament. 

The usaal sowing-times are, for wheat, barley, and beans, Times of 
November to Mid-December; maize and peas (garbanzos or oll Seal 
chick peas) February to beginning of March, but I fear that this “**“*” 
year, owing to the causes mentioned above, hardly any maize has 
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been sown in this neighbourhood, while the early-sown wheat 
and barley are looking very pooy. 

The customary harvest times are, wheat and barley, May and 
June; beans, end of April or beginning of May; maize, end of 
July or beginning of August. 

‘The reports from the more northern ports of this district, 
Saff, Mazagan, and Casablanca, which are the outlets of more 
important agricultural districts than the neighbourhood of 
Mogador, are given herewith in extenso. 


SAFFI. 


Writing from Saffiin the middle of February, Mr. Thompson, 
Acting Vice-Consul, remarks :— 

Grain crops Compared with those of the two preceding years, the grain 

unusually crops raised in and around this Vice-Consular district during 1890 

light. turned out exceedingly light. It will be seen from the return of 
exports that the shipments both of beans and maize represent 
only a fractional part of the shipments of 1889; while the peas, 
shown as having been shipped this year, belonged almost entirely 
to the previous year’s crop, having been held over for a better 
market. This remark applies also in some measure to the beans 
and maize shipped. 

In the early part of the year (the farmer’s usual sowing-time), 
owing to the absence of rain, grave fears were for a time enter- 
tained of a complete failure of the crops, but during February 
copious rains fell, which, though past the period of the mid- 
winter rains, did mvch to improve matters, and for a time a good 
harvest was expected. Unfortunately, long periods of drought 
succeeded, and this added to several days of scorching winds, 
blasted in great measure the young crops, with the result, already 
mentioned, that only a very poor yield of all the grains was 
ultimately produced. 

Prospects for Unlike last year the early rains of the present season were 

1891. very abundant. Large quantities of beans were early sown, and 
for a time the prospect was exceedingly good. This prospect has, 
however, been considerably marred by the repeated appearance of 
swarms of locusts, which have in many parts of the surrounding 
district eaten up all the growing crops. Still, with good rains in 
the near future, and the non-return of the locusts, the grain 
destroyed may yet spring up again, and a good harvest be 
secured. 

Prohibitory During the past year a Royal Order was issued permitting 

duty on wheat the export of wheat and barley, formerly prohibited. The 

and barley. goncession proved, however, to be only nominal, the shipments of 
these cereals being rendered impossible on account of the 
prohibitory export duty imposed. This is much to be regretted, 
as there can be no doubt that, with a reasonable duty, the 
cultivation of wheat and barley in the country would be greatly 
increased, and the grain largely exported, to the benefit of all 
concerned. 
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Writing on January 28, Mr. Vice-Consul Redman remarks :— 

The result of this year’s harvest has not been so successful as Agriculture 
in 1889. in general, 

The crops of cereals were generally deficient, on account of Short crops 
the drought that prevailed during the winter months of 1889 and ° cereals. 
the early part of 1890, and in consequence less grain was 
cultivated. 

Very few beans were sown, on account of the dryness of the Beans. 
weather; and when the rains began to fall in the beginning of 
February it was too late tosow them. The total quantity of 
beans exported figures as 48,738 quarters, against 99,814 
quarters in 1889. 

The total yield of the maize crop amounts to 59,445 quarters, Maize. 
being less than that of the last two preceding years. Although 
largely cultivated in 1890 the result was unfavourable for the 
farmers, as in the upper districts of the large grain-producing Drought. 
province of Donkala the maize plants withered and dried up for 
want of moisture in the latter part of the spring. 

Wheat and barley being both of the early sown crops, the Wheat and 
drought of the 1889-90 winter caused them to suffer severely, barley. 
especially the wheat crop, which turned out deficient both in 
quantity and quality, that of barley being also below the average 
of the year 1889. 

Owing to the dryness of the autumn, and want of pasturage, Cattle. 
the cattle have suffered severely from the effects of the cold and 
lengthened rains that prevailed during December, 1890, and the 
greater part of January, 1891. 

Sheep and goats not being go much affected by the inclemency Sheep and 
of the weather as horned cattle, their condition has not suffered 8°: 
materially, and a large wool clip this year is anticipated. Tiana 

Farming generally has been a fairly remunerative business to P “pected. 
all those engaged in it, notwithstanding that the cereal crops, i. 
were deficient, as the increased value of all exportable kinds of value of 
grain and pulse, as compared with that of the year 1889, will grain. 
more than compensate for this deficiency. 

The following may be quoted as the average prices of cereals Prices. 
during the past year: wheat, 14s. to 15s.; barley, 10s. to 12s.; 
beans, 15s.; maize, 13s.; garbanzos, 37s., per English quarter. 

Copious rains having fallen in this district during the winter Prospects, 
months of 1890 and 1891, the prospects so far are very favourable 
for the next harvest. 

Writing to me later on at the end of February and beginning Locusts. 
of March, Mr. Redman reported the locusts as apparently settled 
down in the district round Mazagan, and busy laying their eggs, 
while he reported the same lack of rain which had characterised Rain wanted. 
other southern districts from the beginning of January to the 
middle of March. 
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10 MOROCCO. 
DaRALBAIDA (CASABLANCA). 


Writing on March 7, Mr. Fernau, Acting Vice-Consul, 


remarks :— 
Karly crops Compared with the year 1889 the early crops of last year, viz., 
inferior. beans, wheat, barley, and lentils, were much inferior in quantity 


Peas, maize, ®nd quality, whereas owing to the late rains, peas, maize, and 
and seeds =_- gees gave fairly good results. On the whole the past year must 
better: be considered a good one for this district. Until the last week in 
November hardly any rain fell, then very wet and cold weather 
set in, and lasted till the middle of January, since when, and up 
to the present date, March 7, 1891, only a few light showers have 
Grass and — fallen. As a consequence, grass and early crops are very back- 
oy crops Of ward, and feel the want of rain. Considerable mortality among 
backward, Cattle and-sheep has taken place owing to the want of grass, the 
Mortality natives in this district never making any provision for their herds 
among cattle and flocks, which are generally in a state of semi-starvation. 
aneaneep. After an absence of 15 or 16 years locusts have again appeared, 
and are reported to be doing great damage in some parts of the 
country, entirely clearing away all the grass, and young wheat 
and barley. 
Prospects Prospects are, therefore, very uncertain, everything depending 
very doubtful. on the weather and the locusts. Should copious rains come after 
the locusts there may yet be good crops and plenty of grass, but 
great anxiety is felt, for if the grass and crops fail general 
starvation will be the result. 
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